THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 20, 2008
TO: HRB Boardmembers and Interested Parties
FROM: Jennifer Hirsch, Senior Planner, CPCI

SUBJECT: Item 6 — John and Louise McGregor House

This item was continued from the September 25, 2008 HRB meeting at the request of the HRB to
allow the owner time to correct the rough stucco texture of the Spanish Eclectic home. It is not
known when the rough stucco texture was applied to the house. Typically, Spanish Eclectic
homes have a smooth stucco finish. Therefore, the rough stucco texture lowered the material
integrity of the house and staff’s previous recommendation (see attached report HRB-08-064)
was not to designate the property under Criterion C.

The applicant and HRB Staff met to discuss and determine the original stucco texture on October
6, 2008 at 3020 Dumas Street. At that time, Staff and the applicant agreed on a smooth, hand
applied stucco finish based on observations and conditions of the stucco in the recessed window
areas. Since meeting with Staff, the applicant discovered the original stucco texture remained
behind shrubs that were removed prior to the contractor beginning work. The original stucco
was a smooth, but uneven finish typical of Spanish Eclectic homes constructed during the 1920s.
Therefore, the applicant directed the contractor to match this original finish as closely as
possible.

As of October 15, 2008, the front facade of the home has been re-stuccoed to match the original
smooth finish. The contractor is continuing to work on the remaining portions of the home and
garage. Based on the recent work the owner has undertaken to correct the stucco texture, Staff
recommends the HRB designate the John and Louise McGregor House as a historical resource
under HRB Criterion C. This recommendation is based on the following findings:

1. The resource embodies distinctive characteristics through retention of character
defining features of the Spanish Eclectic/Revival style and retains a good level of
architectural integrity from its 1928 period of significance.



3020 Dumas Street, View of front facade, Stucco has been re-finished with a smooth texture, October 2008.



